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Dear Families,  
There is always lots happening within our site. 
Learning spaces are positive and focused places 
with a range of learning occurring in different 
ways. Some educators use a range of play to 
help their children’s knowledge grow, others are 
bringing in interesting items to get the children 
inquiring and discovering, others use a hands-on 
approach when teaching their maths lessons and 
children love using the natural items to extend 
their knowledge. However, do they tell you all of 
this at home? How often do you ask your child 
“How was your day?” with very little response? 
To continue to build upon our oral language and to help you have further ideas of 
what your child has been learning, we have included an insert with a range of ques-
tions you may ask them. Through asking a more targeted questioning, we hope you 
find that it draws out further information from your children in regards to what 
they have been up to in their learning space. Brinkworth Primary and Early Child-
hood Centre continues to offer learners an extensive range of learning opportunities. 
We would love for you as their families and caregivers to find out more about this 
through the child’s eyes.  
SWIMMING CARNIVAL: 
Tomorrow is our Swimming Carnival! We ask that you come from 1pm to share in  
lunch with your children. Our formal swimming will begin at 1:30pm. Children will be 
involved in 3 formal races and some fun races. Included in the newsletter is a pro-
gram for the day. A reminder that there will be ice creams and jelly available after 
the carnival. We hope to see you there ! 
JAPANESE LESSON: 
We thoroughly enjoyed our Japanese lesson with Kobashi-Sensai last week. It was 
great to get to know her and trial an online lesson. We are so pleased that the tech-
nology seems to be working. The kindy will begin their ELLA online program in the 
coming weeks. This learning will be done through apps on the iPads. We are excited 
to see the language of all learners increase as the year progresses.  
SARAH & MAIGHAN OT PLACEMENT: 
We welcome Sarah and Maighan to our site as they commence their final year 
Occupational Therapy project. Last year we won the opportunity to work with them 
to develop a sensory space for our learners. They have been doing lots of investigation 
around what is needed in a sensory space using local OT’s, our learners, educator 
opinion and their own learning. We cant wait to see what they come up with! Make 
sure you pop in and say hi! They would love parent opinion too!  
Kind Regards,  Miss Barns  

DIARY DATES       
FEBRUARY 
17th—Miss Barns and Ms Ken-
ny at conference  
20th—Swimming Carnival from 
1:00 for lunch/ 1:30pm swim-
ming  
26th—Animal Incursion from 
10:30am 
27/28th—Miss Barns at  
Leaders Day 
MARCH 
19th—Harmony Day 11:30am 
23/24th—Miss Barns Confer-
ence 
25th—Miss Barns, Kim at train-
ing 
30/31st—Interviews 

ATTACHMENTS:  

 Encounters with Emily 

 Swimming Carnival Program 

 OT news / Questions 

 

WANTED 

Our Breakfast Club is seeking a  
waffle maker.  If you have one 
you no longer use a donation 

would be appreciated. 

 A WAFFLE MAKER 

  GRATITUDE 
  MOMENT 

  The sunflowers  
  planted by the  
  learners with PauliE 
  last year during gar
  dening have popped 
up! What a positive greeting they are 
to our learners, educators and families!  



WHAT’S HAPPENING IN OUR LEARNING SPACE! 

.   
 
 

IN ORAL LANGUAGE ON 18/2 THE MOON ROOM BRAINSTORMED ALL THEY KNOW ABOUT 
GRAPES   

 

Grapes are fruit     Grow on vines, on farms    Grapes can change colour    
Grape vines are in the Clare Valley    Grapes taste good   Grapes can taste 

different   Grapes can be different colours (green, purple, red, black 
Grapes can be different sizes      Looking at them makes me want to eat them     My Nana has a grape vine  

They look like blue berries      I have a grapevine at home and I’m pretty sure the grapes are ripe      Some grapes have seeds 

The seeds are edible      All grapes have skin     Some grapes have more juice     You can use the juice 
Grapes can be harvested by a tractor or by hand     Grapes can be grown to eat    Grapes can be grown to make wine 
Grapes can be sold to make money 

 
 
 
 

 

Mathletics  
Certificates Awarded 

to  
Lara, Griffen &  

Banjo.   
Keep up the great 

work ! 

 

Star of the 
fortnight 

  

Happy Birthday to 
Hugo who  

celebrated  
turning 4 in  

January. 

VALUE AWARDS GO TO ...  
 

Well done 
Eden & Lara 

for  
demonstrating 
enthusiasm in 
the classroom. 

Hannah, Toby & Bailey 

Everyone has settled in well in the R-3 (Moon Room).  We are getting used to the moving 
around for different subjects and is nice to see the learners building relationships with the 
different educators.   

IN MRS JONES MATHS GROUP Learners 

have been exploring numer-

als and how they can be used 

to make many different num-

bers 

IN MRS JONES READING GROUP …
learners have been reading a 

variety of books including 

“Diary of a Wombat” the cur-

rent story table book and also 

playing sight words games. 



WE’RE WORKING TOWARDS 
SOME BIG LEARNING GOALS!  

Miss Barns’ Maths Learning Group 
In our Maths group, we have been learning a lot about what a mathematician is and how patterns work. It is really interest-
ing to know that being a mathematician means we have to be pattern resolvers, pattern seekers and pattern finders. We found 
out there are 5 drawers of maths that we work from. These are Algebra, Geometry, Measurement, Data and Number. We 
make connections with these drawers every day when we talk about maths we are using in our life. We have also discovered 
that you come to school with a maths backpack, these are things you have learnt prior to school and then we add skills to this. 
We are ready to begin our next lot of learning around the language and use of numbers!  
            - Miss Barns 

KINDY This year, you may notice us using more specific language when talking about ‘numbers’. Just like 
the alphabet, our base 10 number system has specific language to help us be more precise with our language. Just like the al-
phabet is made up of letters, base 10 is made up of digits, like 1,2,3.  In the alphabet, letters together make words, and in base 
10 digits make numerals, such as 52 or 163. Written out, such as one or eight are called number names. We tend to use 
the phrase ‘Number’ to refer to digits and numerals, but in mathematics, number refers to the concept of how much or quanti-
ty. I know this can be a little confusing, and we won’t always get it right, but it is important to give children the precise lan-
guage to explain themselves. On the weekend, a primary school aged child asked me ‘how many numbers make the number 
one thousand?’ It took a little figuring out to realise she wanted to know how many digits make the numeral 1000 (4 – 1, 0, 0, 
0). This reinforced that using more specific vocabulary around ‘number’ will empower children and avoid confusion. 
             - Kim 

R—3 This year we have a literacy goal to increase all learners literacy outcomes through providing opportunities for 
quality oral language and vocabulary development.  In Mrs Jones and Amy’s class (now also known as the Moon class!), we 
do this in a variety of ways. On Thursdays children are taking it in turns to bring the ’Me Box’ to class, filled with items all 
about them! Children are asked to present their items to the class in an interesting and informative way, and are managing this 
independently and with great confidence! We remind each other that when speaking to an audience we need to give eye contact, 
use a clear voice with indoor volume (not yelling or whispering) and stand straight and tall. It has been excellent to see children 
sharing items that are special to them with pride and care and we look forward each week to this time.  
                                                 —Mrs Jones & Mrs Wright 

3—6 Oral Language is the foundation of all student learning and social interactions. It is 

essential for all literacy learning: speaking, listening, reading, spelling, grammar, punctuation and 
writing. In Oral Language our class has been looking at various gadgets. We have predicted their 
use and discussed/explained their purpose and the reasons for our ideas. In pairs we have pre-
sented this to everyone in our class. They challenged our ideas, descriptive vocabulary, risk taking 
and creative expression. 
In Maths we have explored patterning within our world. We have classified patterns as linear, 
cyclic, growing or symmetrical. We have focussed on classifying specific attributes of patterns 
such as size, shape, spatial and quantity. We have designed drawers that we can use as mathematicians. We will use the 
drawers to help us understand the patterns, rules and relationships used in our everyday learning across all curriculum areas.  
                                                     - Ms Kenny 



Kids Helpline 
Phone: 1800 551 800  Online - kidshelp.com.au 

Shop Local, Shop Fresh, pop in 
and see Jason & Monique for all 

your produce needs 

Back Page News 
 

Todd and Isaac 
choosing their seeds 
they wish to plant. 

Eden planting her seeds 
with love & care 

Budding Artists Banjo, Toby 
and Todd displaying their still 
life creations. 

Learners working with 
Maighan & Sarah on a survey 


