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Dear Families,  
How quickly is this term flying along??? It only seems like yesterday the children were 
here for their first day of the year. I hope I am not the only on who is feeling this ap-
parent change in the space time continuum. 
 
We held our annual swimming carnival with Koolunga Primary School recently. It was 
wonderful to see learners from both 
schools combining to form three very 
enthusiastic teams. These teams provided 
great support for each other and al-
lowed a wide range of learners to 
demonstrate leadership, enjoyment and 
resilience. At the end of the day the Red 
team, Thorpe came out on top. Thanks to 
all of the parents who supported and 
helped out  with jobs on the day. 
 
Our educators have continued their learning journey this fortnight along with the learn-
ers. We have had visitors from the Literacy Guarantee team, Phonics, Leadership Team, 
Brightpath and Curriculum Development on site to work with us and continue to provide 

us with up to date and contemporary best practice for the deliv-
ery of education to our learners. We are extremely lucky to have 
the dedicated staff across the site that we do.  
 
Ms Pftizner has finished her 5 week placement with us in the 
Upper Primary class. We have loved having her here. Student 
teachers provide new and exciting learning opportunities for our 
learners and a great opportunity for us as educators to reflect 
upon our own practices and how we can continually refine our 

own practices. We will have two more student teachers in the second term of the year.  
.  
Well done to Lara who has represented the school at both the SAPSASA swimming 
and hub cricket day this past fortnight. There are a number of opportunities across the 
year for learners to be involved in SAPSASA events. These will be forwarded out as 
they come up. 
 
Kind Regards,   Matt Stewart  

DIARY DATES  

   2021   

FEBRUARY 

MARCH 
3rd: Newsletter 

8th: Public Holiday 

9th: Assembly 

11th: SBP meeting 

17th: Gov Council 

29-30th: 3 way  

interviews 

APRIL 
2nd:  Good Friday 

5th: Easter Mon-

day 

9th: End of Term 1 

2:15pm finish 
 

27th: START TERM 2 
 

ATTACHMENTS:  

 Encounters with 

Emily 

 Sunsmart tools 

Cans for Canberra 

We are collecting 

cans & bottles for our 

learners who are 

heading to Canberra. 

Please bring your 

cans and bottles into 

school and we will 

sort them into our 

bins. Please tell every-

one you know to save 

their 10c bottles and 

cans for this worthy 

cause! This also re-

lates to our recycling 

focus!  



 

 

 

Persuasive Writing: Brightpath Assessment. Should all 

children learn to swim? 

“We can swim because if we fall of the jetski.” – Harper 

“Because you should practise.” – Imogen.  

“If you don’t know how to swim you could drown.” – Eden 

‘All children should learn to swim. You could fall in the pool and you 

could save yourself.” –Hannah 

“Because if you go in a boat.” Lachie 

“Because you could fall off a boat it is good to learn how to swim.” – 

Georgia 

“Because we have to learn how to swim without a lifejacket.” - Ned 

Swimming 2021 

 

 

 

 

Star of the 
fortnight Values Award 

Lara and Ned were the stars of the fortnight.  Well Done Todd,, Bailey and Harper,. 

At the swimming carni-

val last Thursday we all 

got ready to swim. We 

did Welcome to Coun-

try.  

 

My first race was the 

freestyle and I came 

last because I forgot to 

touch the wall. My next 

race was breaststroke. 

I stayed under the wa-

ter until I got to the 

middle of the pool. I 

took a big breath and I 

kept going. I got a blue 

card saying first. Last 

we did the cork scram-

ble, we had to pick up 

all the balls, bottle lids, 

corks and tennis balls. 

 

Red won the carnival. I 

was in yellow and we 

came second. 

Ty  Nicholls 



WE’RE WORKING TOWARDS 
SITE IMPROVEMENT PLANS  

KINDY   
Last week the kindy and occasional care children went on some pretend holidays in the kindy ute. 

Most of the drivers said they were heading to the beach with 2 or 3 children in the front and some 

pretend dogs in the back. When children engage in pretend play they make sense of their world 

through play and practice using oral language, developing both their vocabulary and taking turns 

that is essential to all conversation.         - Kirsty 

R—3  Science Exploration 
This term we have been learning about Matter in science. We have learnt 

about the 3 common states of matter – solid, liquid and gas. We have made 

playdough, noting which things were a solid or liquid and noticing the gas 

when we boiled the kettle. We have made predictions about which solids 

would float in water, and then experimented to see if our predictions were 

correct. Yesterday, we looked at how liquids take on the shape of the con-

tainer they are in. We predicted what water, counters, dishwashing liquid and 

toothpaste would do if we poured them into a container. Toothpaste was 

tricky – lots of us thought it was a solid. But after leaving it overnight, we saw it 

was a liquid! 

         - Ms Hentschke 

4—6      Phonological Awareness 

Every morning we start our learning day with phonemic awareness.  

Phonemic awareness is the understanding that spoken words are made up of individual sounds 

which are called phonemes.  

The focus is on rhyming, onset fluency, blending, isolating final or medial phonemes, segmenting, 

adding phonemes, deleting phonemes and substituting phonemes.  

Phonemic awareness is an auditory processing training process.  

Students with strong phonemic awareness skills have a solid foundation to be-

come strong readers and writers. 

How can I help?  

 Play word games in the car  

  Read rhyming books aloud  

 Make up nonsense rhyming words for fun 

 Read poetry 

 Clap out words to make syllables Sep-tem-ber 

 Initial sounds of words you say “tractor” - they say t 

 Last sounds of words you say “tractor” - they say r  

 Explore compound words - two words that go together to make another word butter fly 



 

Kids Helpline 
If your child is facing any concerns or worries, particularly with this current unrest, please do not hesitate 

to call Kids Helpline for advice. 
Phone: 1800 551 800   

Online - kidshelp.com.au 

For frequently asked questions for COVID-19 for parents and carers please go to the 
Education Departments website or use this link. 

 

https://www.education.sa.gov.au/supporting-students/health-e-safety-and-wellbeing/covid-19-coronavirus/frequently-

asked-questions-about-covid-19-parents-and-carers  

A little bit more to share….. 

ENCOUNTERING MISS EMILY- Term 1 Week 6  

Mathletics Awards 

Quiet reading time 

Our new herb garden 

Greetings everyone, 

 

I love to learn about different cultures, people and their beliefs. Over the last two 

years I have been inspired by Jay Sheety, a former Monk. Jay shares his positive tech-

niques of prayer, meditation and gratitude that he learnt while at the ashram, study-

ing to become a Monk. These habits have been around for thousands and thousands 

of years, and can be found in many different cultures. 

I too put these practises of prayer, meditation and gratitude into my everyday life. 

They challenge me to be a better version of myself. Last week I put one of their teach-

ing into practise. Plus, I shared it with my peers and now I’m going to share it with you. 

 

 If you find yourself saying something negative about someone, then you need to 

counter act it by finding 10 positive things to say about them. 

 

It’s not that easy to do. It makes you STOP and THINK, before you put the negativity out there.  

Are these thoughts going to be helpful?  The answer is no.  People only rise from acts of kindness, love and 

hope. Your mind is a powerful thing. When you fill it with positive thoughts, your life will start to change. Just 

like the old saying, “Positive minds attack, other positive minds. Who wouldn’t want to be around people 

that support us and help us grow to be a better version of ourselves?  

 

A quick reminder to come and join me for a cuppa next week at 2.30 pm before assembly. It would be love-

ly to see you.  

 

Cheerio, Emily   

https://www.education.sa.gov.au/supporting-students/health-e-safety-and-wellbeing/covid-19-coronavirus/frequently-asked-questions-about-covid-19-parents-and-carers
https://www.education.sa.gov.au/supporting-students/health-e-safety-and-wellbeing/covid-19-coronavirus/frequently-asked-questions-about-covid-19-parents-and-carers

